Curriculum Vitae

Jessica Wallenfels

Academic

Professional Training Program, Dell’Arte International School of Physical Theater, 2004

B.F.A., Acting, California Institute of the Arts, 1997
Original Works 

	Rest Room
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Portland Center Stage Gerding Theater, PDX

JAW Festival of New Plays, PDX

HERE Living Room Festival, NYC

chashama, NYC

	A site-specific physical theater piece exploring women and drugs.

	Mutt
	Choreographer/

Performer
	Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center, PDX

	An exploration of multiculturalism through puppetry, dance and theater.

	Stages
	Director/Choreographer
	Portland Center Stage/JAW Festival of New Plays, PDX

	A time-travelling, site specific piece exploring partnerships through the ages.

	Break, Then Open
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Tribe Theater, PDX

	Clown tinted modern adaptation of “The Hero With a Thousand Faces” as applied to love.

	Agony Sketches
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Williamsburg Art Nexus, NYC

	Meditations on Agnes deMille and the impulse to make performance.

	Spine
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	University Settlement, NYC

	Collaborative dance theater piece

	Ransom Note to the Universe
	Co-writer/Performer
	Lincoln Center Director’s Lab, NYC

	9/11 theater ethnography as told through a chain of emails stretching across the nation.

	hope you are doing fine this is a song
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	PS 122, NYC 

Danspace, NYC

	A love story of missed connections.

	Soul Geek
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Culture Project, NYC 

The Actor’s Gang, LA 

Theater of NOTE, LA

	A 14-year-old white girl’s fascination with ‘60s soul music and the places it takes her.

	Conversion
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Uptown Performance Series, NYC

	Finding religion through a father’s death

	Losing It
	Director/Choreographer/Performer
	Glaxa Studios, LA

	An ensemble comedy with live music.


Choreography for Theater

	Dead Man’s Cell Phone

Sometimes a Great Notion

The Long Christmas Ride Home

Twelfth Night

The Beard of Avon

Romeo & Juliet

Pride and Prejudice

Ainadamar

Rage D’Amours

For Here or To Go?

Nowhere to Run

Speed Hedda 

Canard, Canard, Goose?

Private Eyes

Much Ado About Nothing

Dreamplay

Broken Hearts

Magic Trix

A Beautiful Country

Beautiful In the Extreme
	Chris Moore, Director

Aaron Posner, Director

Kristan Seemel, Director

Jane Jones, Director

Chris Coleman, Director

Bill Rauch, Director

Jane Jones, Director

Chay Yew, Director

Chay Yew, Director

Bill Rauch, Director

Tracy Young, Director

Robert Prior, Director 

Steve Cosson, Director/

The Civilians

Brendon Fox, Director

Brendon Fox, Director

Tracy Young, Director

Bill Rauch, Director

Armando Molina, Dir.

Chay Yew, Director

Alison Narver, Director
	Oregon Shakespeare Festival 2009

Portland Center Stage, PDX

Theater Vertigo, PDX

Portland Center Stage, PDX

Portland Center Stage, PDX

Oregon Shakespeare Festival 2007

Portland Center Stage, PDX

Walt Disney Concert Hall, LA

Tanglewood Music Center, MA

Tanglewood Music Center, MA

Mark Taper Forum, LA

Taper New Works Festival, LA

La Mama e.t.c., NYC

Joe’s Pub, NYC

HERE, NYC

The Globe Theatres, San Diego
Shakespeare Festival/LA

BOTHarts, LA

Cornerstone Theater Company, LA

Cornerstone Theater Company, LA

Cornerstone Theater Company, LA

A.S.K. Common Ground Festival, LA


Performance

	Blue

The Reluctant Dragon

Sixteen Wounded

Electroclash NYC

Antigone.  Tertiary.  Sexxx.

A Beautiful Country

The Ariel Slippers

It Had To Be You

A Christmas Carol
	Ensemble

Boy

Greta

Dancer

Ismene

Ensemble

Lead

Dancer

Ensemble
	Hand2mouth Theater, PDX

Tears of Joy, PDX

Cherry Lane Theatre, NYC

Webster Hall, NYC

Oasis Theater Company, LA

Cornerstone Theater Company, LA

Glaxa Studios, LA

San Francisco LGBT Dance Festival

Tacoma Actor’s Guild


Producing

	Rest Room 
Mutt
Stages
Break, Then Open
Chorus Workshops
	Many Hats Collaboration, PDX

	Puppetry Workshop
Awards Party

Youth Performer Workshop

Fringe Festival Panel

Citywide Auditions Party
Mask Workshop
	Portland Area Theater Alliance, PDX

	Losing It
	Glaxa Studios, LA


Teaching

Perry Mansfield Performing Arts Camp, Steamboat Springs, CO, 2008

Catlin Gabel School, Artist-In-Residence, Portland, OR, 2005-2006

Catlin Gabel School, Movement Director, “Measure for Measure”, Portland, OR, 2006
Hollywood Dance and Fitness, Portland, OR, 2005-2006

Imagine That! Summer Adventure, Eugene, OR, 2005-2006

Higher Stages Arts Academy, Portland, OR, 2005 

Oregon Children’s Theatre, Portland, OR, 2004-2005
SUN Program, Marshall High School, Portland, OR, 2004-2005
Northwest Children’s Theater and School, Portland, OR, 2004
California Institute of the Arts: California State Summer School of the Arts, Valencia, CA, 2004
Nomadic Theater Company, Portland, OR, 2004
Girl Scouts of America, Portland, OR, 2006

Sowelu Theater, Portland, OR, 2005
Classes in Theater: Beginning Drama, Movement for Stage, Dance for Musical Theater, Original Musical Theater Creation, Musical Theater Foundations, Physical Theater and Comedy, Circus Techniques, Commonality and Ensemble, Scriptwriting and Theater Production, Character and Physical Action, Improvised Choruses and Experimental Physical Theatre

Classes in Dance: Hip-hop, Jazz, Modern

Classes in Original Performance: Movement Meets Story: Generation and Arrangement
Community Engagement/Outreach and Service

Portland Area Theater Alliance, Vice President, 2005-2007

Co-leadership in service organization’s mission to provide theater artist services and increase audience attendance to local productions.
Plaza De La Raza, LA
Volunteer teacher at East Los Angeles community-based School of Visual and Performing Arts.

The Unusual Suspects, LA

Volunteer theater facilitator helping at-risk youth create original works from improvisation and playwriting.  
Grants

Regional Arts and Culture Council Individual Project Grant for “Mutt,” 2006

Theater Ethnography 

“Mutt” - Gathered community members for open forums on mixed-race relations, assisted playwright in facilitated conversations with North Portland community members and University of Portland Multicultural Studies Group.
“Rest Room” – Conducted several in-depth interviews with drug-affected women for research and audio track.

Organizational and Affiliations

Founding Co-Artistic Director, Many Hats Collaboration, PDX, 2004-present
Member, Theater of NOTE, LA, 1999-2000
Associate Artist, Cornerstone Theater Company, LA, 1999-present
Member, Screen Actor’s Guild, 1989-present
Professional Development

Flamenco Dance Study, Jerez de la Frontera, Spain, 2008

Balinese Dance and Mask Making, Ubud, Bali, 2003

Lincoln Center Director’s Lab Participant, NYC, 2002

Collaborator, Raw Impressions Music Theater residency at Manhattanville College, NYC, 2002

Understudy/Assistant, Diavolo Dance Theater, LA, 1996

Boal/Theater of the Oppressed Studies, Mady Schutzman, California Institute of the Arts, 1995-97

Collaborator, Dean Moss, 1989

Workshop and Studies with: SITI Company, Karen Finley, Ruth Maleczech, Split Britches, Deb Margolin, Sojourn Theater Company

Dance Studies: Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Modern, Renaissance, Tango, Swing, Flamenco, Assorted Ballroom, African, Noh, Javanese, Balinese

Physical Styles:  Clown, Commedia del Arte, Melodrama, Acrobatics, Puppetry

Internships

Dell’Arte International School of Physical Theater Booking Internship, Blue Lake, CA, 2003-04
Mabou Mines Theater Company, NYC, 2001
Awards

Nominee, Richard E. Sherwood Award for Emerging Artists, Center Theater Group, 2001 & 2000

Best Comedy Ensemble, “Antigone.  Tertiary.  Sexxx.”  Backstage West Garland Award

Honorable Mentions, Best Ensemble, Best Choreography, “Soul Geek” Backstage West Garland Awards

Writing
Philadelphia Dramatists Center - “The NON Script Based Performance,” 2008
Freelance writer:  Portland Monthly Magazine, 2006; Tribune Media Services, 1998-2000
Film and Television 

	String Theory

The Tom Show

Dogfight

Twin Peaks

Thirteenth Christmas
	Lead

Featured

Arcade Girl

Harriet

Lead
	Motek Films, Eliam Kraiem, Dir.

Clean Break Productions

Warner Bros., Nancy Savoca, Dir.

Lynch/Frost Prods, David Lynch, Dir.

KING-TV 5, Seattle


